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dding to- Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1931)
ust taking _
, itis good A voice of reform and reason, ida B. Wells-Barnett led the anti-lynching movement. In 1892
she expanded the column that she wrote for The New York Age and published it as a pam-
e familiar phiet, Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases. Three years later, she published A Red
vas soon In Record: Tabulated Statistics and Alleged Causes of Lynching in the United States,
king for a 1892-1894. Concerned with the causes and the occurrences of lynchings, Wells-Barnett ar-
0 be got. It gued that white women were making false allegations of rape. She stressed that political
ity thump, and economic reasons, as well as consensual sex, prompted most of the lynchings. She knew
the pigeon this to be true from her many years of research and from personal experience. In 1892 in
Jinny for a Memphis, Thomas Moss, a friend of Wells-Barnett, and two other black men were lynched
he pauses because their grocery store attracted black customers away from a white grocery store.
L the p u, Born to sltave parents in Holly Springs, Mississippi, Wells-Barnett had to take care of
; partner,‘ 8 her seven siblings when her parents died during a yellow fever epidemic in 1878. To do so
ts at doing Wells-Barnett used the training that she had received at Shaw University (later Rust Col-
utdone, the lege) to become a teacher. She moved to Memphis where she began the activism for which
its in cutting she is best known. In 1884, she sat down in the ladies’ coach, rather than the segregated
»f the “walk-

self so much

coach for blacks, and white male passengers had to remove her. She sued, won her case,
but a higher court reversed the decision. When she critiqued the condition of black schools
in Memphis, she was fired from her teaching job. She began soliciting subscriptions to the

holler. Now Memphis Free Speech and Headlight, a newspaper she edited, becoming a full-time news-
sn the head; paperwoman. When her editorial on the Thomas Moss incident appeared in the paper, she
g that lady, was at a general conference meeting of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in
ose of Texas, Philadelphia. Mobs destroyed the office of Free Speech and threatened her life. Wells-
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Barnett then settled in New York where she began writing the columns for New York Age
that would become Southern Horrors.

Because she was interested in a wide range of issues affecting the black community,
Wells protested the exclusion of blacks from the Chicago World's Fair of 1893, publishing
twenty thousand copies of her pamphlet, The Reason Why the Colored American Is Not in
the World’s Columbian Exposition. She stayed in Chicago, formed the Ida B. Wells Club, and
married Ferdinand Barnett, a Chicago lawyer who had two children. The couple had four
more children, and with her husband'’s support, Wells-Barnett was able to continue her ac-
tivist agenda, founding the first black female suffrage club, the Alpha Suffrage Club, in 1913.
When her white Illinois delegates refused to let her march in the national suffrage parade
with them, she waited until the right moment and stepped in the front of the procession,
thus integrating the suffrage movement. Wells-Barnett was a champion of issues of race and

; gender and a towering transition from the late 19t century to the Harlem Renaissance.
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‘{ From A Red Record 1o a system of anarchy and outlawry which had grown during
it a series of ten years to be so common, that scenes of unusual
: Chapter | brutality failed to have any visible effect upon the humane

3 sentiglents of the p}iop;le of our land. N "

5 eginning with the emancipation of the Negro, the in-

i The Case Stated evitable result of unbridled power exercised for two and a half
centuries, by the white man over the Negro, began ro show
itself in acts of conscienceless outlawry. During the slave
regime, the Southern white man owned the Negro body and
soul. It was to his interest to dwarf the soul and preserve the
body. Vested with unlimited power over his slave, to subject

i matked by a pronounced awakening of the public conscience
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80 The Reconstruction Period

him 1o any and all kinds of physical punishment, the white
man was still rescrained from such punishment as tended ro
injure the slave by abating his physical powers and chereby re-
ducing his financial worth. While slaves were scourged merci-
lessly, and in countless cases inhumanly treated in other re-
spects, still the white owner rarely permitted his anger to go
so far as to take a life, which would entail upon him a loss of
several hundred dollars. The slave was rarely killed, he was
too valuable; it was easier and quite as effective, for discipline
or revenge, to sell him “Down South.”

But Emancipation came and the vested interests of the
white man in the Negro’s body were lost. The white man had
no right to scourge the emancipated Negro, still less has he a
sight to lall him. But the Southern white people had been ed-
ucated so long in that school of practice, in which might
makes right, that they disdained to draw stricc lines of action
in dealing with the Negro. In slave times the Negro was kept
subservient and submissive by the frequency and severity of
the scourging, but, with freedom, a new system of intimida-
tion came into vogue; the Negro was not only whipped and
scourged; he was killed.

Not all nor nearly all of the murders done by white men,
during the past thirty years in the South, have come to light,
but the statistics as gathered and preserved by white men, and
which have not been questioned, show that during these years
more than ten thousand Negroes have been killed in cold
blood, without the formality of judicial trial and legal execu-
tion. And yet, as evidence of the absolute impunity with which
the white man dares to kill a Negro, the same record shows
that during all these years, and for all these murders only three
white men have been tried, convicted, and executed. As no
white man has been lynched for the murder of colored people,
these three executions are the only instances of the death
penalty being visited upon white men for murdering Negroes.

Nacurally enough the commission of these crimes began
to tell upon the public conscience, and the Southern whire
man, as a tribute to the nineteenth century civilization, was
in a manner compelled to give excuses for his barbarism. His
excuses have adapred themselves to the emergency, and are
aptly outlined by that greatest of all Negroes, Frederick
Douglass, in an arricle of recent date, in which he shows that
there have been three distinct eras of Southern barbarism, to
account for which three distinct excuses have been made.

The first excuse given to the civilized world for the mur-
der of unoffending Negroes was the necessity of the white
man to repress and scamp out alleged “race riots.” For years
immediately succeeding the war there was an appalling
slaughter of colored people, and the wires usually conveyed to
northern people and the world the intelligence, fisst, chat an
insurrection was being planned by Negroes, which, a few

hours later, would prove to have been vigorously resisted by

white men, and controlled with a resulting loss of sever,
killed and wounded. It was always a remarkable fearure
these insurrections and riots that only Negroes were killed
during the rioting, and thart all white men escaped unharmed,

From 1865 to 1872, hundreds of colored men ang
women were mercilessly murdered and the almost invariable
reason assigned was that they met their death by being .
leged participants in an insurrecrion or riot, But this story at
last wore iwself out. No insurrection ever marernialized; no
Negro rioter was ever apprehended and proven guilty, and no
dynamite ever recorded the black man’s protest against op-
pression and wrong. It was too much to ask thoughtful peo-
ple to believe this transparent story, and the southern white
people at last made up their minds that some other excuse
must be had.

Then came the second excuse, which had its birch dur-
ing the turbulent times of reconstruction. By an amendment
to the Constitution the Negro was given the right of fran-
chise, and, theoretically at least, his ballot became his invalu-
able emblem of citizenship. In a government “of the people,
for the people, and by che people,” the Negro’s vote became
an important factor in all macters of state and national poli-
tics. But this did not last long. The southern white man
would not consider that the Negro had any right which a
white man was bound to respect, and the idea of a republican
form of government in the southern states grew into general
contempt. It was maintained that “This is a white man’s gov-
ernment,” and regardless of numbers the white man should
rule.“No Negro domination” became the new legend on the
sanguinary banner of cthe sunny South, and under it rode the
Ku Klux Klan, the Regulators, and the lawless mobs, which
for any cause chose to murder one man or a dozen as suited
their purpose best. It was a long, gory campaign; the blood
chills and the heart almost loses faith in Christianity when
one thinks of Yazoo, Hamburg, Edgefield, Copiah, and the
countless massacres of defenseless Negroes, whose only crime
was the actempt to exercise their right to vote.

Bur it was a bootless strife for colored people. The gov-
ernment which had made the Negro a citizen found itself un-
able to protect him. It gave him the right to vote, but denied
him the protection which should have maintained that right.
Scourged from his home; hunted chrough the swamps; hung
by midnight raiders, and openly murdered in the light of day,
the Negro clung to his right of franchise with a heroism
which would have wrung admiration from the hearts of sav-
ages. He believed that in that small white ballot there was a
subtle something which stood for manhood as well as cirizen-
ship, and thousands of brave black men,went to rheir graves,
exemplifying the one by dying for the other.

The white man'’s victory soon became complete by fraud,
violence, intimidation and murder. The franchise vouchsafed
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to the Negro grew to be a “barren ideality,” and regardless of
numbers, the colored people found themselves voiceless in
the councils of those whose duty it was to rule. With no
longer the fear of “Negro Domination” before their eyes, the
white man’s second excuse became valueless. With the South-
ern governments all subverted and the Negro actually elimi-
nated from all participation in state and national elections,
there could be no longer an excuse for killing Negroes to pre-
vent “Negro Domination.”

Brutality still continued; Negroes were whipped, scourged,
exiled, shot and hung whenever and wherever it pleased the
white man so to treat them, and as the civilized world with
increasing persistency held the white people of the South tw
account for its outlawry, the murderers invented the third
excuse—that Negroes had to killed to avenge their assaults
upon women. There could be framed no possible excuse more
harmful to the Negro and more unanswerable if true in ics suffi-
dency for the white man.

Humanity abhors the assailant of womanhood, and this
charge upon the Negro at once placed him beyond the pale of
human sympathy. With such unanimity, earnestness and ap-
parent candor was this charge made and reiterated that the
world has accepted the story that the Negro is a monster
which the Southern white man has painted him. And to-day,
the Christian world feels, cthat while lynching is a crime, and
lawlessness and anarchy the certain precursors of a nation’s
fall, it can not by word or deed, extend sympathy or help to a
race of outlaws, who might mistake their plea for justice and
deem it an excuse for their continued wrongs.

The Negro has suffered much and is willing to suffer
more. He recognizes that the wrongs of two centuries can not
be righted in a day, and he tries to bear his burden with pa-
tience for to-day and be hopeful for to-morrow. But there
comes a time when the veriest worm will turn, and the Negro
feels to-day thart afrer all the work he has done, all che sacrifices
he has made, and all the suffering he has endured, if he did

not, now, defend his name and manhood from this vile accusa-

~tion, he would be unworthy even of the contempt of mankind.

Itis to this charge he how feels he must make answer.
If the Southern people in defense of their lawlessness,
would tell the truth and admit that colored men and women

- are lynched for almost any offense, from murder to a mis-
* demeanor, there would not now be the necessity for this
 defense. Bur when they intentionally, maliciously and con-
- stantly belie the record and bolster up these falsehoods by the
~ Words of legislators, preachers, governors and bishops, then
8 the Negro must give to the world his side of the awful story.

A word as to the charge itself. In considering the third

. Mason assigned by the Southern white people for the butch-
EF}’ of blacks, the question must be asked, what the white

an means when he charges the black man with rape. Does
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he mean the crime which the statures of the civilized states
describe as such? Not by any means. With the Southern
white man, any mesalliance existing berween a white woman
and a colored man is a sufficient foundation for the charge of
rape. The Southern white man says chat it is impossible for a
voluntary alliance to exist between a white woman and a col-
ored man, and therefore, the fact of an alliance is a proof of
force. In numerous instances where colored men have been
lynched on the charge of rape, it was positively known at the
time of lynching, and indisputably proven after the victim’s
death, that the relationship sustained berween the man and
woman was voluntary and clandestine, and that in no court
of law could even the charge of assault have successfully
maintained.

It was for the assertion of this fact, in the defense of her
own race, that the writer hereof became an exile; her property
destroyed and her return to her home forbidden under
penalty of death, for writing the following editorial which
was printed in her paper, the Free Speech, in Memphis,
Tenn., May 21, 1892:

“Eight Negroes lynched since last issue of the ‘Free
Speech’ one at Little Rock, Ark., last Saturday morning where
the citizens broke (?) into the penitentiary and got their man;
three near Anniston, Ala., one near New Orleans; and rhree
at Clarksville, Ga., the last three for killing a white man, and
five on the same old racket—the new alarm about raping
white women. The same programme of hanging, then shoot-
ing bullets into the lifeless bodies was carried out to the letter.
Nobody in this section of the country believes the old thread-
bare lie that Negro men rape white women. If Southern
white men are not careful, they will over-reach themselves
and public sentiment will have a reaction; a conclusion will
then be reached which will be very damaging to the moral
reputation of their women.”

But threats cannot suppress the truth, and while the
Negro suffers the soul deformity, resultant from two and 2
half centuries of slavery, he is no more guilty of this vilest of
all vile charges than the white man who would blacken his
name.

During all the years of slavery, no such charge was ever
made, not even during the dark days of the rebellion, when
the white man, following the fortunes of war went to do bat-
tle for che maintenance of slavery. While the master was away
fighting to forge the fetters upon the slave, he left his wife
and children with no protectors save the Negroes themselves.

And yet during those years of trust and peril, no Negro

proved recreant to his trust and no white man returned to a
home that had been dispoiled.
Likewise during the period of alleged “insurrection,” and
g p
alarming “race riots,” it never occurred to the white man, that
his wife and children were in danger of assault. Nor in the
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Reconstruction era, when the hue and cry was against “Negro
Domination,” was there ever a thought that the domination
would ever contaminate a fireside or strike to death the virtue
of womanhood. It must appear strange indeed, to every
thoughtful and candid man, that more than a quarter of a
century elapsed before the Negro began to show signs of such
infamous degeneration.

In his remarkable apology for lynching, Bishop Hay-
good, of Georgia, says: “No race, not the most savage, toler-
ates the rape of woman, but it may be said without reflecrion
upon any other people that the Southern people are now and
always have been most sensitive concerning the honor of
their women—their mothers, wives, sisters and daughters.” It
is not the purpose of this defense to say one word against the
white women of the South. Such need not be said, but it is
their misfortune thar the chivalrous white men of that sec-
tion, in order to escape the deserved execration of the civi-
lized world, should shield themselves by their cowardly and
infamously false excuse, and call into question that very
honor about which their distinguished priestly apologist
claims they are most sensitive. To justify their own barbarism
they assume a chivalry which they do not possess. True
chivalry respects all womanhood, and no one who reads the
record, as it is written in the faces of the million mulattoes in
the South, will for a minute conceive that the southern whirte
man had a very chivalrous regard for the honor due the
women of his own race or respect for the womanhood which
circumstances placed in his power. That chivalry which is
“most sensitive concerning the honour of women” can hope
for bur little respect from the civilized world, when it con-
fines itself entirely to the women who happen to be white.
Virtue knows no color line, and the chivalry which depends
upon complexion of skin and texture of hair can command
no honest respect.

When emancipation came to the Negroes, there arose in
the northern part of the United States an almost divine senti-
ment among the noblest, purest and best white women of the
North, who felt called to a mission to educate and Christian-
ize the millions of southern ex-slaves. From every nook and
corner of the North, brave young white women answered
that call and left their cultured home, their happy associa-
tions and their lives of ease, and with heroic determination
went 1o the South to carry light and truth to the benighted
blacks. It was a heroism no less than that which calls for vol-
unteers for India, Africa and the Isles of the sea. To educate
their unfortunate charges; to teach them the Christan virtues
and ro inspire in them the moral sentiments manifest in their
own lives, these young women braved dangers whose record
reads more like fiction than fact. They became social outlaws
in the South. The peculiar sensitiveness of the southern white

men for women, never shed its protecting influence abourt

them. No friendly word from their own race cheered them i
their work; no hospitable doors gave them the companion-
ship like that from which they had come. No chivalrous
white man doffed his hat in honor or respect. They were
“Nigger teachers”—unpardonable offenders in the social
ethics of the South, and were insulced; persecuted and os-
tracised, not by Negroes, but by the white manhood which
boasts of its chivalry toward women.

And yet these northern women worked on, year after
year, unselfishly, with a heroism which amounted almost ro
martyrdom. Threading their way through dense forests,
working in schoolhouse, in the cabin and in the church,
thrown ar all times and in all places among the unfortunate
and lowly Negroes, whom they had come 1o find and 1o
serve, these northern women, thousands of them, have spent
more than a quarter of a century in giving to the colored peo-
ple their splendid lessons for home and hearr and soul. With-
out protection, save that which innocence gives to every good
woman, they wenr about their work, fearing no assault and
suffering none. Their chivalrous protectors were hundreds of
miles away in their northern homes, and yet they never feared
any “great dark faced mobs,” they dared night or day to “go
beyond their own roof trees.” They never complained of as-
saults, and no mob was ever called into existence to avenge
crimes against them. Before the world adjudges the Negro a
moral monster, a vicious assailant of womanhood and a men-
ace to the sacred precincts of home, the colored people ask
the consideration of the silent record of gratitude, respect,
protection and devotion of the millions of the race in the
South, to the thousands of northern white women who have
served as teachers and missionaries since the war.

The Negro may not have known whart chivalry was, but
he knew enough to preserve inviolate the womanhood of the
South which was entrusted to his hands during the war. The
finer sensibilities of his soul may have been crushed out by
years of slavery, but his heart was full of gratitude to the
white woman of the North, who blessed his home and in-
spired his soul in all these years of freedom. Faithful to his
trust in both of these instances, he should now have the im-
partial ear of the civilized world, when he dares to speak for
himself as against the infamy wherewith he stands charged.

It is his regrer, that, in his own defense, he must disclose
to the world thar degree of dehumanizing brutality which
fixes upon America the blot of a national crime. Whatever
faults and failings other nations may have in their dealings
with their own subjects or with other people, no other civi-
lized nation stands condemned before the world with a series
of crimes so peculiarly national. It becomes a painful duty of
the Negro to reproduce a record which shows that a large
portion of the American people avow anarchy, condone
murder and defy the contempt of civilization.
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These pages arc written in no spirit of vindictiveness, for
all who give the subject consideration must concede that far
too serious 1s rhe condition of that civilized government in
which the spirit of unrestrained outlawry constantly increases
in violence, and casts its blight over a continually growing area
of territory. We plead not for the colored people alone, but for
all victims of the rterrible injustice which puts men and
women to death without form of law. During the year 1894,
there were 132 person executed in the United States by due
form of law, while in the same year, 197 persons were put to
death by mobs who gave the victims no opportunity to make
a lawful defense. No comment need be made upon a condi-
tion of public sentiment responsible for such alarming results.

The purpose of the pages which follow shall be to give
the record which has been made, not by colored men, but
that which is the result of compilations made by white men,
of reports sent over the civilized world by white men in the
South. Out of their own mouths shall the murderers be con-
demned. For a number of years the Chicago Tribune, admit-
tedly one of the leading journals of America, has made a spe-
cialty of the compilation of statistics touching upon lynching,
The dara compiled by that journal and published w rhe
world January 1st, 1894, up to the present time has not been
disputed. In order to be safe from the charge of exaggeration,
the incidents hereinafter reported have been confined to
those vouched for by the Tribune.

&9

Chapter X

The Remedy

Itis 2 well established principle of law that every wrong has a
remedy, Herein rests our respect for law. The Negro does not
claim that all of the one thousand black men, women and
children, who have been hanged, shot and burned alive dur-
ing the past ten years, were innocent of the charges made
against them. We have associated too long with the white
man not to have copied his vices as well as his virtues. But we
do insist thar the punishment is not the same for borh classes

- of criminals. In lynching, opportunity is not given the Negro

to defend himself against the unsupported accusations of
white men and women. The word of the accuser is held to be
true and the excited blood-thirsty mob demands that the rule
of law be reversed and instead of proving the accused to be
guiley, the victim of their hate and revenge must prove him-
: self innocent. No evidence he can offer will satisfy the mob;
~ heis bound hand and foot and swung into eternity. Then to
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excuse its infamy, the mob almost invariably reports the mon-
strous falsehood rhat its victim made a full confession before
he was hanged.

With all military, legal and political power in their
hands, only two of the lynching States have atrempred a
check by exercising the power which is theirs. Mayor Trour,
of Roanoke, Virginia, called out the militia in 1893, to pro-
tect a Negro prisoner, and in so doing nine men were killed
and a number wounded. Then the mayor and militia with-
drew, left the Negro to his fate and he was promptly lynched.
The business men realized the blow to the town’s financial in-
terests, called the mayor home, [and] the grand jury indicted
and prosecuted the ringleaders of the mob. They were given
light sentences, the highest being one of twelve months in
State prison. The day he arrived at the penitentiary, he was
pardoned by the governor of the State.

The only other real attempt made by the authorities to
protect a prisoner of the law, and which was more successful,
was that of Gov. McKinley, of Ohio, who sent the militia to
Washington Courthouse, O., in October, 1894, and five men
were killed and twenty wounded in maintaining the principle
that the law must be upheld.

In South Carolina, in April, 1893, Gov. Tillman aided
the mob by yielding up to be killed, a prisoner of the law,
who had voluntarily placed himself under the Governor’s
protection. Public sentiment by its representatives has en-
couraged Lynch Law, and upon the revolution of this senti-
ment we must depend for its abolition.

Therefore, we demand a fair trial by law for those accused
of crime, and punishment by law after honest conviction. No
maudlin sympathy for criminals is solicited, but we do ask
that the law shall punish all alike. We earnestly desire those
that control the forces which make public sentiment to join
with us in the demand. Surely the humanitarian spiric of this
country which reaches out to denounce the rreatment of the
Russian Jews, the Armenian Christians, the laboring poor of
Europe, the Siberian exiles and the native women of India—
will no longer refuse to lift its voice on this subject. If it were
known that the canaibals or the savage Indians had burned
three human beings alive in the past two years, the whole of
Christendom would be roused, to devise ways and means to
put a stop to it. Can you remain silent and inactive when such
things are done in our own community and counry? Is your
duty to humanity in the United Stares less binding?

What can you do, reader, to prevent lynching, to thwart
anarchy and promote law and order throughout our land?

1st. You can help disseminate the facts contained in this
book by bringing them to the knowledge of every one with
whom you come in contact, to the end that public sentiment
may be revolutionized. Let the facts speak for themselves,
with you as a medium.
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2d. You can be instrumental in having churches, mis-
sionary societies, YM.C.As, W.CT.Us and all Christian
and moral forces in connection with your religious and social
life, pass resolutions of condemnation and protest every time
a lynching takes place; and see that they are sent to the place
where these outrages occur.

3d. Bring to the intelligent consideration of Southern
people the refusal of capital to invest where lawlessness and
mob violence hold sway. Many labor organizations have de-
clared the resolution that they would avoid lynch infested
localicies as they would the pestilence when seeking new
homes. If the South wishes to build up its waste places
quickly, cthere is no better way than to uphold the majesty of
the law by enforcing obedience to the same, and meting out
the same punishment to all classes of criminals, white as well
as black. “Equality before the law,” must become a fact as
well as a theory before America is truly the “land of the free
and the home of the brave.”

4th. Think and act on independent lines in this behalf,
remembering that after all, it is the white man’s civilization
and the white man’s government which are on trial. This cru-
sade will determine whether that civilization can maintain it-
self by iwself, or whether anarchy shall prevail; whether this
Nation shall write itself down a success at self government, or
in deepest humiliation admir its failure complete; whether
the precepts and theories of Christianity are professed and
practiced by American white people as Golden Rules of
thought and action, or adopted as a system of morals to be
preached to heathen undl they attain to the intelligence
which needs the system of Lynch Law.

Sth. Congressman Blair offered a resolution in the
House of Representatives, August, 1894. The organized life
of the country can speedily make this a law by sending reso-
lutions to Congress indorsing M. Blair’s bill and asking Con-
gress to create the commission. In no better way can the
question be settled, and the Negro does not fear the issue.
The following is the resolution:

“Resolved, By the House of Representatives and Senate
in congress assembled, That the committee on labor be in-
structed to investigate and report the number, location and
date of all alleged assaults by males upon females throughout
the country during the ten years last preceding the passing of
this joint resolution, for or on account of which organized
but unlawful violence has been inflicted or attempted to be
inflicted. Also to ascertain and report all facts of organized
but unlawful violence to the person, with the attendant facts
and circamstances, which have been inflicted upon accused

persons alleged to have been guilty of crimes punishable by
due process of law which have taken place in any patt of the
country wichin the ten years last preceding the passage of this

resolution. Such investigation shall be made by the usual
methods and agencies of the Department of Labor, and report
made to Congress as soon as the work can be satisfactorily
done, and the sum of $25,000, or so much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to pay the expenses out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.”

The belief has been constantly expressed in England that
in the United States, which has produced Wm. Lloyd Garrison,
Henry Ward Beecher, James Russell Lowell, John G. Whittier
and Abraham Lincoln there must be those of their descendants
who would take hold of the work of inaugurating an era of law
and order. The colored people of this country who have been
loyal to the flag believe the same, and strong in thart belief have
begun this crusade. To those who still feel they have no obliga-
tion in the matter, we commend the following lines of Lowell
on “Freedom.”

Men! whose boast it is that ye
Come of fathers brave and free,
If there breathe on earth a slave
Are ye truly free and brave?

If ye do nor feel the chain,
When it works a brother’s pain,
Are ye not base slaves indeed,
Slaves unworthy to be freed?

Women! who shall one day bear
Sons to breathe New England air,

If ye hear without a blush,

Deeds to make the roused blood rush
Like red lava through your veins,

For your sisters now in chains,—
Answer! are ye fic to be

Mothers of the brave and free?

Is true freedom but to break
Fecters for our own dear sake,
And, with leathern hearts, forget
That we owe mankind a debe?
No! true freedom is to share

All the chains our brochers wear,
And, with heart and hand, to be

Earnest to make others free!

There are slaves who fear to speak

For the fallen and the weak;

They are slaves who will not choose
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse,

Rather than in silence shrink

From the truch they needs must think;
They are slaves who dare not be

In the right with two or three.
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A Field for Practical Work

The very frequent inquiry made after my lectures by inter-
ested friends is, “What can 1 do to help the cause?” The an-
swer always is, “Tell the world the facts.” When the Christian
world knows the alarming growth and extent of outlawry in
our land, some means will be found to stop it.

The object of this publication is to tell the facts, and
friends of the cause can lend a helping hand by aiding in the
distribution of these books. When I present our cause to.a
minister, editor, lecturer, or representative of any moral
agency, the first demand is for facts and figures. Plainly, I can
not then hand out a book with a twenty-five cent tariff on
the informarion contained. This would be only a new
method in the book agents” art. In all such cases it is a pleas-
ure to submit this book for investigation, with the certain as-
surance of gaining a friend to the cause.
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There are many agencies which may be enlisted in our
cause by the general circulation of the facts herein contained.
The preachers, teachers, editors and humanitarians of the
white race, at home and abroad, must have facts laid before
them, and it is our duty to supply these facts. The Central
Anti-Lynching League, Room 9, 128 Clark st., Chicago, has
established a Free Distribution Fund, the work of which can
be promoted by all who are interested in this work.

Anti-lynching leagues, societies and individuals can
order books from this fund at agents’ rates. The books will be
sent to their order, or, if desired, will be distributed by the
League among those whose co-operative aid we so greatly
need. The writer hereof assures prompt distribution of books
according to order, and public acknowledgment of all orders
through the public press.
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